{& By the King. 


V A Proclamation for the better ordering of 
#] Fiſhing , vpon the Coaſts of His 


Mai1ztsTits Dominions. 


= Mongit the manifold bleſsings, Almighty God hath beſtowed 


"AF [|bpon Dur Kingdomes, and people, the abundance of Fiſh, vpon all 
Our Coaſts,and in Pur Riuers,requireth amoſt thankefull acknows 
2.7 7) |[ledgement, being not onely ſufficient to nouriſh Our owne Subiects, 
but by expo:tation to [upply a great part of the Chaiſttan Woꝛld: 
II And without doubt, if the care and induſtry of Our people bee equall 
\ W ito Dur Neighbours, We may thereby enioy as great aduantage, foz 
\ &<4|Dur Nautgation and Trade. But beſides the great neglect in gene- 
K ||rall to unp2ooue this chiefe Staple Commoditie, the particular diſoz⸗ 
ders and abuſes of Fiſher-men amongſt Us are growen to ſuch extre⸗ 
mitte, that they haue almoſt deſtroyed both the Fiſh, Frie, # Dpalvne, 

ſo as they now want woꝛke and are not as heretofoze the Nurcery of Seamen, but are foꝛced to 
get their liuings by other Occupations. And the foꝛmer abundance of Fiſh is turned into ſuch 
ſcarcitie and deareneſſe,that the Lawes of Our Church and State foz the keeping of Fiſh dapes 
are not executed as they ought to be: And both our whole Kingdome, and eſpectally Pur Ct- 
tie of London, and euen Dur owne Court, are many times vnpꝛouided foꝛ their neceſſary dpet. 
Now conſidering how this reflecteth vpon Our Gouernment, and the good of Our people, we 
haue thought fit with the adnice of Dur Counſell, to apply that meete and fo2cible remedy 
which is already well oꝛdeined by the Lawes z Statutes of this Dur Kingdome, And hereby 
Wee require and command all Our Commiſſioners foꝛ the Admtraltie, Conſeruato:s of Our 
Riners , Warden of Our Cinque-Pozts, Uiceadmirals, and all Dur Officers and others, 
whom it may concerne, reſpettiuelp to cauſe all the ſaid Lawes and Statutes to be obſerued, as 
well foꝛ pꝛeſeruation ofthe Fiſh vpon Our Coaſts and in Our Riners, as fo2 the regulating of 
Fiſher-men in their Trade, in the qualities and ſizes of their Nets and Engines, and in the fit 
times and ſeaſons of Fiſhing. And whereas foz further explanation of the Statutes and Lawes 
foꝛ Fiſhing,many p2ofitable Oꝛders haue beene ſet downe, both by the High Court of Dur Ad⸗ 
miraltie, and by the Conſernato2s of Pur Rfuers, and by other Commiſſioners which by their 
due execution refozmed much abuſe ; yet ſince the craft and greedineſſe of Fiſher-men and others, 
hath found meanes by new Engines oz new names, to fruſtrate Lawand O2der ; foꝛ pzencntt- 
on thereof hereafter Wee doe hereby declare, that howſoeuer theſe Lawes e Oꝛders did ſpecifie 
the names then in knowne ble, pet both the equitie and true meaning thereof, fozbiddeth vnder 
thoſe names, and by generall woꝛds alſo, all other Nets, Engines and diſoꝛders, whereby the 
Frie and Spawne of Fiſh may bee deſtroyed. And therefoꝛe where the Nets heretofoze called 
Traules at the firſt were vſed without tnconuenience, yet by the abuſe of the Fiſher-men a Net 
of the ſame name is now vled, which is notozioufly knowne to deſtroy the ſaid Frie, x Dpawne: 


SLY 


And thereko2e the lame is both foꝛbidden by the Law, and wee doe hereby pꝛohibite the vie of 


them and of all other Nets, howſoener they are oz ſhall bee called, that haue not their Peſhes 
ſized actoꝛding to the laid Lawesand O2ders , oꝛ by which the Fiſh of any kind with the Frie 
and Spawne may be deſtroyed : And further, whereas it is reaſonably concetued that the de- 
ſtruction of Fiſh hath pꝛoteeded not ſo much from defect of Law and Oꝛder, as from want of 
due execution which is che like of Dur Lawes,and that this neglect is chiefely growen from the 
. Differences and Conteſtations raiſed amongſt Our Officers# Conſeruatozs about their Rights 
and Juriſdictions : Wee pꝛeferring the publique benefit of Dur Subiects befoze their pznate 
Intereſts and Lzneſttons,doe oꝛdaine that all Rights, Titles, Powers and Juriſdictions be- 
longing to Dur Admiraltie, oꝛ to the Conleruatoꝛs of Our Riners oz other Our Dfftcers ſhall 
be reſpectiuelp reſerued without pzetudice 02 impeachment, and nenertheleſſe doe hereby charge 
and command them and euery of them that haue any truſt from Us in Our ſaid Admtraltie 
oꝛ Conſeruationof Dur Rtners, hereafcer concurrently and ſeuerally to doe their beſt indeauozs 
(accoꝛding to the latd truſt committed to them) that Dur ſaid Lawes and Oꝛdinantes may bee 
put in due and ſtrict execution both againſt Subietts and Strangers, and to take Cogniſante of 
ſach Pzelentments as ſhall bee made in their Courts oꝛ otherwiſe,and to puniſh all offenders ac 
toꝛding to the laid Lawes and Oꝛders without fauour oz partialitie , Pzoutdtng neuertheleſle 
that no Offendoꝛ. pꝛelented and legally queſtioned in one Court .oꝛ befoꝛe one ſuch Offiter 02 Cons 
ſcruatoz, ſhall fo: the ſame offence be againe pꝛoſecuted and puniſhed by any other. And further 
koꝛ pꝛeuention of Oppꝛeſſion, Moleſtation and diſcouragement that Fiſher-men may luffer by 
the vartetie of Juriſoictions and Officers to whom this Power is giuen onely fo2 the pzeſerua- 
tion and furtherance of Lawfull Fiſhing. And that no Malefactoz may eſcape the tuſt cenſure 
of Pur Tawes, Wee doe hereby require and ſtrictly charge, as well the Commiſſioners and o- 
thers Officers of Pur Admtraltie, as alſo the Conſeruatozs of all Our Riners, and all other 
miniſters that exerciſe in this regard any Authozitte vnder Us, that they neither require, noz 
take, noꝛ ſuffer to be demanded oꝛ taken by their Marſhall, Water. Bailiffs, oꝛ other Miniſters, 
oꝛ by any other perſon foꝛ themſelues o2 any other, any fees, rewards, gratuities, payments o: 
allowances in money, Fiſh, oz otherwiſe from any Fiſherman of what qualitie ſo 

then the due penalties which by the laid Lawes and Dzders are impoſed and allowed. 


Giuen at Our Court at Greenwich, This foure and Twentieth day of May, in the ſeuenth yeere of Our 
Reigne. , | "TT RT = 


God faue the King. 
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